
THE BIGGEST SHARK IN THE OCEAN
WHALE SHARK

12-18m (39-59ft)

EW CR EN VU

CONSERVATION STATUS: Endangered

NT LC

RANGE

MAX SIZE

18M
19000KG

59ft / 14000lbs

AVERAGE
12M

15000KG
39ft / 33000lbs

AFRICAN ELEPHANT
3-5M / 4-7T

WHALE SHARK
12-18M / 15-19T

HUMPBACK WHALE
12-16M / 25-30T

www.sharkguardian.org

Whale sharks
are one of
the three

filter-feeding
sharks,

FUN FACT:
Whale sharks

are worshipped
in Vietnam as

‘Lord Fish’

Unlike other
big sharks,
this mama
gives birth

to hundreds
of babies, each one

only 45cm
long!

along with
basking shark

and megamouth
shark!

That means
they only ‘hunt’

by opening
their big
mouths...

and filtering
plankton

straight out
of the water!


